
Staying with the topic of Scene Breakdown spreads, let’s see what the Roundabout spread version 
looks like. The Roundabout is far and away the best spread for character personality analysis. When 
we apply it to scene breakdowns, however, we find the intricate nuances of dramatic interplay 
that often elude detection by other methods; we see all of the conflicts involved in a scene.

Scene Breakdown spread 
(Roundabout version)

End 
Result

Repercus-
sions 

arising 
from this 

scene

Emotional
impact 
of this
scene

What 
changes?

What does 
this scene 

accomplish?

Primary 
impact 

dominant 
character 

makes 
here

How does 
this scene 
reinforce 

the 
narrative? 

How 
exactly 

does it all 
go down?

Secondary
character(s)

in scene

Subtle 
under-

currents or 
subplot of 
this scene

What does 
the 

dominant 
character 
hope to 

achieve?

Dominant
character

in
scene

At what 
cost?
—or—
Who
loses
what?

Scene
essence

Tarot Exercises for Authors

Copyright 2018 Dusty White — all rights reserved — this document is for student private use only.


